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Industrial Strategy for a globally 
competitive, green and digital Europe



Industrial ecosystems in Europe: overview



Industrial ecosystems in Europe in a nutshell



Clusters assets
❖ Already set-up and running in every Member State and across ecosystems

❖ Gathering different actors but working for a common goal

❖ Foster to make full sense of benefit of the Single Market

❖ Can address the Green and Digital transitions while increasing resilience

❖ Connect the whole value chain, ecosystems and regions + have insight about future

❖ Can identify cross-sectoral cooperation opportunities



Clusters as Drivers for Green transition

Clusters engaged in the transformation of European economy towards sustainability

➔ 250 green clusters registered on the European Cluster Collaboration Platform

➔ have the network and contacts to unleash sizeable sustainable transformation

➔ can act as catalysts by bringing together various actors from different ecosystems &

Member States



80 members across 24 

European countries 

The EREK Network in 2021

In the European Cluster Collaboration Platform 



The EREK Knowledge base

• 367 financial and non-financial programmes and tools

In collaboration with the Joint Research Center of the 

European Commission, EREK will further develop

through:

• Reorganisation of the knowledge base

• Addition of the validated Best Environmental

Management Practices

• New contributions by EREK members on 

technologies, best pratices, case studies…

• Deployment of an industrial symbiosis toolkit for 

SMEs



SME STRATEGY – UPGRADED ENTERPRISE EUROPE NETWORK

*Figures show number of EEN members in country 

rather than number of dedicated Sustainability Advisors, 

which in many cases will be more.

NEW!

Sustainability 

Advisors 

and other 

sustainability 

services*

Upgrade to existing 

Network: ”EEN 

Vision”

Cooperation and 

synergies with 

European Digital 

Innovation Hubs

Helping SMEs get 

benefits of Free 

Trade Agreements

The upgraded EEN and its sustainability 

advisors
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EEN sustainability advisors’ services



Why is it important to support social economy
and social entrepreneurship?

- Social economy plays a strong role in order to solve market

failures and help to build inclusive economies in territories;

- Social economy and social entrepreneurship bring sustainable
responses to societal challenges: climate change, environmental
issues, poverty eradication, unemployment…

- Proximity & Social economy is one of the 14 industrial ecosystems
identified for the recovery

= TO SHAPE A FUTURE BASED ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL

PROGRESS BASED ON VALUES AND PRACTICES.



- COVID 19 : a role for the social economy community but strongly impacted.

- Rection of the European Union: 

• The recovery Plan: NextGeneration EU

Ecosystem – Proximity and Social Economy

• Initiatives at services level

- The Preparation of the European Action Plan for the Social Economy;

- Digital RoadMap and Conference

(26 -27 May 2021) 

Towards an Action Plan for the EU



26 – 27 May 2021

Digital event

European Social 
Economy Summit
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